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and the disposition of treated waste-
water are currently beyond the resi-
dents’ ability to pay, which is why we
are here today.

Mr. Speaker, this bill, as amended,
represents a bipartisan agreement for
exchange of land for the City of Sisters
in exchange for a waiver of hook-up
fees and future services between its
surrounding neighbor, the U.S. Forest
Service. This agreement will allow a
much-needed wastewater treatment fa-
cility to be built for the benefit of the
residents of Sisters, the Forest Service
and its employees, and the visitors who
stop by this busy wayside as they trav-
el through Oregon and vacation in
nearby Forest Service lands.

The Federal Government will save
tens of thousands of dollars in hook-up
fees and future treatment expenses.
The residents of Sisters will get the
land they need to construct a treat-
ment facility that will eliminate the
health hazards they face.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Mayor
Steve Wilson of Sisters, the Deschutes
Forest Supervisor Sally Collins, and
the Subcommittee on Forests and For-
est Health staff, and the minority staff
as well, for all the hard work they put
into this well-conceived legislation. I
strongly support passage of Senate bill
416.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend the
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN)
who just spoke in the well for all the
work that he did on this legislation,
along with the gentleman from Oregon
(Mr. DEFAZIO). The gentleman has
quite properly explained the impact of
the legislation and we are in agreement
with him and urge its passage.

Mr. Speaker, S. 416 directs the Secretary of
Agriculture to convey, after a public process,
either 160 or 240 acres to the City of Sisters,
Oregon for use as a sewage treatment facility.
The City of Sisters is surrounded by federal
land and is in dire need of a wastewater treat-
ment plant. While I recognize that this is a
worthy cause, I do not support the practice of
giving away federal land. Nor do I support leg-
islating land conveyances that circumvent the
administrative process and fair market value
requirements.

Nevertheless, I no longer object to this bill
because under my amendment which the
Committee adopted, the Forest Service will be
adequately compensated for the land it con-
veys to the city. The city has agreed to waive
sewage treatment-related costs for the Forest
Service in the facility’s service area in an
amount equal to the value of the federal land.
The bill also provides that if the final federal
appraisal deviates by ten percent or more
from the city’s preliminary appraisal, then the
city and the Secretary would have to mutually
agree on compensation to attain the higher
appraised value. This provision ensures that

the federal government gets a close approxi-
mation of fair market value for its land.

I commend Mr. Walden for his hard work on
this bill and his willingness to work with me to
address my concerns, as well as those of the
Forest Service. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port S. 416, as amended.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mrs. CHENOWETH-HAGE. Mr.
Speaker, I have no more requests for
time, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Idaho (Mrs.
CHENOWETH-HAGE) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the Senate bill,
S. 416, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill, as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

TORRES MARTINEZ DESERT
CAHUILLA INDIANS AND
GUIDIVILLE BAND OF POMO IN-
DIANS OF GUIDIVILLE INDIAN
RANCHERIA LAND LEASES

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1953) to authorize leases for terms
not to exceed 99 years on land held in
trust for the Torres Martinez Desert
Cahuilla Indians and the Guidiville
Band of Pomo Indians of the Guidiville
Indian Rancheria, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 1953

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION OF 99-YEAR LEASES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The first section of the
Act entitled ‘‘An Act to authorize the leas-
ing of restricted Indian lands for public, reli-
gious, educational, residential, business, and
other purposes requiring the grant of long-
term leases’’, approved August 9, 1955 (25
U.S.C. 415(a)), is amended by inserting ‘‘lands
held in trust for the Torres Martinez Desert
Cahuilla Indians, lands held in trust for the
Guidiville Band of Pomo Indians of the
Guidiville Indian Rancheria, lands held in
trust for the Confederated Tribes of the
Umatilla Indian Reservation’’ after ‘‘Sparks
Indian Colony,’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall apply to any
lease entered into or renewed after the date
of the enactment of this Act.
SEC. 2. REVOCATION OF CHARTER OF INCORPO-

RATION.
The request of the Stockbridge-Munsee

Community of Wisconsin to surrender the
charter of incorporation issued to the Com-
munity on May 21, 1938, pursuant to section
17 of the Act of June 18, 1934, (commonly
known as the ‘‘Indian Reorganization Act’’)
is hereby accepted and that charter of incor-
poration is hereby revoked.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. HANSEN) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah (Mr. HANSEN).

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1953 is a technical
amendments bill which will authorize
leases for terms not to exceed 99 years
on lands held in trust for the Torres
Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians, the
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla In-
dian Reservation, and the Guidiville
Band of Pomo Indians of the Guidiville
Indian Rancheria.

Mr. Speaker, this bill will also re-
voke a Federal corporate charter
granted to the Stockbridge-Munsee
Community Band of Mohican Indians
in 1938. The band has asked us to re-
voke the charter because it is out-
dated, because it has never been used,
and because it has been suspended by
another charter. Only the Congress can
revoke this charter.

Existing Federal law, which limits
the leasing of land held in trust for In-
dian tribes to a period of not more than
25 years, has proven to be unrealistic in
today’s world of large investment re-
quirements. Tribes need expanded leas-
ing authority to increase on-reserva-
tion housing and to facilitate economic
development.

Mr. Speaker, I support this technical
amendment and urge my colleagues to
pass same.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I would say that the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. HANSEN) has
quite properly explained the legisla-
tion. The tribe has requested this mat-
ter, and it is similar to legislation that
we have passed in previous years. I rec-
ommend that we support this legisla-
tion.

Mrs. BONO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support
of the motion to suspend the rules and pass
H.R. 1953. This is legislation that I introduced
earlier this term in an effort to assist two tribes
and some of the finest people in my commu-
nity. The ability for these sovereign govern-
ments to execute 99-year leases is critical for
their self-sufficiency and the diversity nec-
essary for further economic viability. In addi-
tion, I support the new provisions added via
the manager’s amendment and am pleased
that all of these contained provisions have
been approved by the proper representatives
of both parties.

Briefly, I would like to explain to my col-
leagues what Congress is accomplishing with
this bill. Currently, federal law limits these
tribes to executing a 25-year lease that may
be renewed once for a second 25-year term.
The bill’s stated worthy purposes for public,
religious, educational, residential, and busi-
ness development reflect the future goals of
the tribes and require this federal action per-
mitting these entities the ability to grant long-
term leases of 99 years.

One key principle that must remain fixed
within the foundation of federal Native Amer-
ican policy is preserving the sovereignty of In-
dian tribes. This stated policy is unfortunately
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meaningless if Congress fails in its duty to ex-
ercise its legislative authority and empower
tribes. Tribes must have the appropriate legal
authority through the necessary tools for true
self-sufficiency, governance, and development.
They must be free to undertake the type of
modern development that this bill con-
templates. This is a fair and equitable result
for the meaningful self-determination worthy of
a sovereign nation and its people going into
the 21st century.

In conclusion, I wish to express my sincere
gratitude to the gentleman from Alaska (Chair-
man DON YOUNG), the gentleman from Utah
(Mr. HANSEN), the distinguished ranking mem-
ber (Mr. MILLER), the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. THOMPSON), and the other Mem-
bers who were instrumental in the passage of
this overdue and worthwhile bill. In addition, I
am grateful that my colleagues and I were
able to secure its passage this year, because
there is no need to delay the implementation
of any bill designed with the sole focus of
helping Native Americans and Indian tribes.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. HANSEN)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 1953, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

WATER FEASIBILITY STUDY ON
JICARILLA APACHE RESERVA-
TION IN NEW MEXICO

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3051) to direct the Secretary of
the Interior, the Bureau of Reclama-
tion, to conduct a feasibility study on
the Jicarilla Apache Reservation in the
State of New Mexico, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 3051

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—
(1) there are major deficiencies with regard

to adequate and sufficient water supplies
available to residents of the Jicarilla Apache
Reservation in the State of New Mexico;

(2) the existing municipal water system
that serves the Jicarilla Apache Reservation
is under the ownership and control of the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs and is outdated, dilapi-
dated, and cannot adequately and safely
serve the existing and future growth needs of
the Jicarilla Apache Tribe;

(3) the federally owned municipal water
system on the Jicarilla Apache Reservation
has been unable to meet the minimum Fed-
eral water requirements necessary for dis-
charging wastewater into a public water-
course and has been operating without a
Federal discharge permit;

(4) the federally owned municipal water
system that serves the Jicarilla Apache Res-

ervation has been cited by the United States
Environmental Protection Agency for viola-
tions of Federal safe drinking water stand-
ards and poses a threat to public health and
safety both on and off the Jicarilla Apache
Reservation;

(5) the lack of reliable supplies of potable
water impedes economic development and
has detrimental effects on the quality of life
and economic self-sufficiency of the Jicarilla
Apache Tribe;

(6) due to the severe health threats and im-
pediments to economic development, the
Jicarilla Apache Tribe has authorized and
expended $4,500,000 of tribal funds for the re-
pair and replacement of the municipal water
system on the Jicarilla Apache Reservation;
and

(7) the United States has a trust responsi-
bility to ensure that adequate and safe water
supplies are available to meet the economic,
environmental, water supply, and public
health needs of the Jicarilla Apache Indian
Reservation.
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Pursuant to reclama-
tion laws, the Secretary of the Interior,
through the Bureau of Reclamation and in
consultation and cooperation with the
Jicarilla Apache Tribe, shall conduct a feasi-
bility study to determine the most feasible
method of developing a safe and adequate
municipal, rural, and industrial water supply
for the residents of the Jicarilla Apache In-
dian Reservation in the State of New Mexico.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
funds are appropriated to carry out this Act,
the Secretary of the Interior shall transmit
to Congress a report containing the results
of the feasibility study required by sub-
section (a).
SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated
$200,000 to carry out this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. HANSEN) and the gentleman
from New Mexico (Mr. UDALL) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah (Mr. HANSEN).

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the existing water sys-
tem that is being used to meet the mu-
nicipal water needs on the Jicarilla
Apache Reservation in Northern New
Mexico was built in the 1920s by the
Bureau of Indian Affairs. The system
was originally built solely for the use
of the BIA, who continues to own the
system. Over the years, the tribe has
made random connections to the sys-
tem. It has deteriorated and become
overutilized. However, it is now re-
garded as the tribe’s municipal water
source, even though it does not ade-
quately and safely serve the existing
and future growth needs of the
Jicarilla Apache Tribe.

b 1215

In addition, the BIA has been unable
to meet the Federal Clean Water Act
requirements necessary for discharging
wastewater into a public watercourse
and has been operating without a Fed-
eral discharge permit.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs has seen
a growing number of requests to de-
velop, operate, and maintain water sys-
tems on Indian reservations through-

out the United States. Unfortunately,
the BIA has chosen other priorities,
with the result that many tribes’ needs
for safe drinking water have not been
addressed. In the last several years, the
Jicarilla tribe has spent more than $4.5
million of tribal funds for the repair
and replacement of portions of the sys-
tems on the reservation.

The purpose of this legislation is to
provide some funding to conduct a fea-
sibility study which will evaluate what
steps the BIA should take to rehabili-
tate the system. Since the BIA has
failed to fund such an evaluation up to
this point, the Bureau of Reclamation,
through its Indian Affairs technical as-
sistance office, is being asked to con-
duct this study.

Based on discussions with the various
groups involved with the legislation,
no more than $200,000 would need to be
authorized to determine the most fea-
sible method of developing a safe and
adequate municipal, rural, and indus-
trial water system for the reservation.
The ultimate authorization and cost of
construction will remain the responsi-
bility of the BIA.

I urge passage of this bill.
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of

my time.
Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

(Mr. UDALL of New Mexico asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
Speaker, this bill will authorize and di-
rect the Bureau of Reclamation to con-
duct a feasibility study with regards to
the rehabilitation of the municipal
water system of the Jicarilla Apache
Reservation, located in the State of
New Mexico.

I am very pleased to be joined by sev-
eral of my colleagues in sponsorship of
this important bill. They include the
gentleman from New Mexico (Mr.
SKEEN) and the gentlewoman from New
Mexico (Mrs. WILSON), as well as the
gentleman from Alaska (Chairman
YOUNG) and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GEORGE MILLER), ranking
member, the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. KILDEE), the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. HAYWORTH), the gentleman
from Rhode Island (Mr. KENNEDY), and
the gentleman from California (Mr.
BECERRA).

Mr. Speaker, the Jicarilla Apache
Reservation relies on one of the most
unsafe municipal water systems in the
country. While the system is a feder-
ally owned entity, the Environmental
Protection Agency has, nevertheless,
found the system to be in violation of
the national safe drinking water stand-
ards for the last several years. Since
1995, the water system has continually
failed to earn renewal of its National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination per-
mit.

The sewage lagoons of the Jicarilla
water system are now operating well
over 100 percent capacity, spilling
wastewater into the nearby arroyo that
feeds directly spoke the Navajo River.
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